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Eureka! Teacher is our brightest spark
Clare Peddie ' The Adveriser | September 07, 2011 12:30am | # 4 comments
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Salisbury High School teacher Anita Trenwith has won the prestigious national Eureka Prize for Science Teaching. Picture: Bianca
De Marchi

HAIR-raising experiments are all part of the fun in class with Australia's best science
teacher.

Anita Trenwith, from Salisbury High School, won the 310,000 Eureka Prize for Science Teaching
in Sydney last night.

Ms Trenwith modified the curriculum for students with special needs, many of whom have gone
on to perform public science shows, mentor younger students and compete against mainstream
students in events such as the Science and Engineering Challenge.

Ms Trenwith said she liked to start her lessons with something eye-catching and attention-
grabbing, to make sure students arrived on time and get them talking about science. "They are
suddenly interested in the how and why of the demonstrations they have seen " she said

"The first section of any lesson is pivotal to engage, motivate and interest students. It is not the
right time for taking the roll."
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Science with a twist Courier
Mail, 15 5ep 2011

Last year, four students in her class of nine Year 12s studying
science and community achieved perfect scores of 20 out of 20.

In 2009, Ms Trenwith won the South Australian Science Excellence
Selling science to high energy  Award for School Science Educator of the Year. The prestigious
students The Australian, 6 Eureka prize is further recognition for the teacher and her
SRS students.
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2011 The Australian, 6 Sep
2011

Ms Trenwith says there's nowhere else she'd rather be.

! " love being in the classroom,” she said.
School curriculum to preach

tolerance Perth Mow, 5 Sep

5011 "That's where my passion is. | absolutely love it, the interaction

with the students is just fantastic. | wouldn't want to change that "
Sclence students are having
a good slime Adelaide Now,
168 Aug 2011

Assistant principal, special needs, Emma Medhurst says she is
"constantly in awe" of the way students respond. "Anita inspires
enthusiasm, drives passion and inquiry and delivers a curriculum
that is creative, reflective and engaging.” she said.

"Before Anita taught science within the special education faculty, we had an ad hoc exposure to
science. Today, science is a part of our established curriculum with more students choosing to
continue with science in their senior years."

Jayden Huddleston. 14, in Year 9 enjoys science classes, even if it means getting "zapped" with
static electricity. "We get to do exciting experiments," he said
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Telekinetic guys work their magic on
paper planes

See what happens when a bunch of mates send a few
paper planes off a balcony. LANGUAGE WARNIMNG f
YouTube
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